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-ing forms

1 Read the examples. Then match them to the rules.

1 On learning the tree house’s fate, they said they 

were very upset.

2 Standing on a nail was the worst injury I ever 

had there.

3 Celina enjoys working on her project enormously.

4 She has found a stylish 1950s stove, which will be 

great for cooking on.

We can use -ing forms:

a as the subject or object of a clause, or to talk 

about an activity.

b after verbs and phrases that express likes and 

dislikes.

c after prepositions.

d after adjective + preposition combinations.

GRAMMAR REFERENCE AND PRACTICE PAGE 157

2 Complete the sentences with the -ing form of the verbs 

in the box. Then match them to the rules in Exercise 1.

have   observe   ride   take   

travel   win

1 I really love   a place to hang out in.

2 Maya gets anxious about   by plane.

3 Steve learned metalwork from   his uncle.

4   horses is popular around here.

5 By   more exercise, Holly soon got fitter.

6   a gold medal made all Jimi’s training 

worthwhile.

3 Correct the mistake in each sentence.

1 Design your own home must be so satisfying.

2 We enjoyed to sleep in the new house.

3 We’re excited about visit your new place.

4 I’m looking forward to see your plans.

5 The architect suggested add a viewing platform.

6 The idea of build my own home before finishing 

college is very attractive!

Participle clauses

4 Read the examples. Then match them to the rules.

1 Praising the tree house as ‘ludicrously high up’, the 

judges awarded them the top prize.

2 The group built their magical hangout, hiding 

28 metres up a tree, at the edge of a farmer’s field.

We can use -ing forms to introduce a participle 

clause. We use participle clauses:

a to talk about an action that happens at the same 

time as the action in the main clause.

b to add more information about something that is 

mentioned in the main clause.
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GRAMMAR

5 Complete the sentences with the participle clauses 

in the box. Then match them to the rules in 

Exercise 4 (a or b).

consisting of metalwork and woodwork   

having no heating   

not wanting to disturb anyone   

realising his mistake 

shining in the darkness 

 talking to John

1  , I whispered into my phone.

2 The old wooden hut,  , was freezing cold.

3  , Tim went bright red and apologised.

4 Among the trees, they saw lights  .

5 The classes,  , lasted three terms.

6  , I realised what I had missed.

6 Join the pairs of sentences using a participle clause. 

Start each sentence with the -ing form of the verb 

in bold.

0 She smiled at the judges. She accepted her prize.

 Smiling at the judges, she accepted her prize.

1 I grew more confident. I started to add more details 

to my tree house.

2 We had no idea about how to build a tree house. 

We looked online for ideas.

3 The shelter was useless. It had no roof.

4 The hut is very quiet. It’s miles away from the 

nearest house.

Compound adjectives ending 

in -ing

1 Read the example. What parts of speech can you use 

to form some compound adjectives?

an award-winning tree house

2 Try to work out the meaning of the compound 

adjectives in the box. Then use them to complete the 

sentences.

cost-cutting   eye-catching   heartwarming   

life-threatening   mouth-watering   

record-breaking   time-consuming

1 Building a tree house can be a very   

project if it’s done properly.

2 My aunt has recently recovered from a   

illness.

3 Their advert combines   images of surfers 

with a clever slogan.

4 The athlete’s   run ended badly, as she 

injured herself.

5 It was such a   menu that it was hard to 

choose what to eat.

6 The company is in serious debt and has had to 

take   measures.

7 This   tale is about four friends who do 

everything to stay together.

3  Work in pairs. Turn to page 126.

VOCABULARY

EP

1 You are going to listen to three people talking about 

the places in the photos. Where do you think these 

places are, and why might they be significant to 

the speakers?

2 Listen and match the speakers to the places in 

Exercise 1.

3 Which place do you think sounds the most 

interesting? Why?

4 Listen again.

Which speaker

A emphasises that their town is small?

B praises the extraordinary design of the place 

they love?

C accepts that tourists are naturally attracted to 

this well-known site?

D suggests that there is a good view from the place?

E approves of the link between the design and 

local history?

F explains that the place was constructed many 

centuries ago?

Talking about yourself

1 Read the questions. Which ones ask about places? 

Which ask about activities?

1 Tell us about your favourite building. (Why do you 

like it?)

2 Do you enjoy doing watersports? (Why? / Why not?)

3 What do you like about your school? (Is there 

anything you’d change about it?)

4 What kind of exercise do you like doing? (Why?)

5 Where do you like hanging out in your 

neighbourhood? (Why? What’s it like?)

6 What game did you use to enjoy playing when you 

were younger? (Why did you like it?)

7 What do you like about your town or city? (Why?)

8 Tell us something about a sport you enjoy watching 

or playing.

2 Listen to Marta. Which questions from Exercise 1 

does she answer?

3 Read the Prepare to speak box. Then listen to Marta’s 

last answer again. Which phrases does she use to 

make her answers longer?

LISTENING

89

89

SPEAKING

90

91

PREPARE TO SPEAK  Giving long answers

Adding more 

information

also and now too

Contrasting

but except

yet … either

(but) on the other hand

Giving examples

like such as

for instance

Giving reasons

because

Giving your opinion

I think in my opinion

4 Read Marta’s answer to the last question. Then 

underline the adjectives that she uses. How do they 

improve her answer?

I don’t take part in much sport myself, except 

at school, but I love watching football with my 

brothers. We have some really strong clubs 

in Spain, like Real Madrid, Atlético de Madrid, 

Barça … My city’s team, Valencia FC, are in the 

Spanish league, which is called La Liga. I think 

it can sometimes be more exciting to watch a 

match on TV because then you appreciate the 

skilful way they pass the ball to each other. But 

on the other hand, being in the stadium when 

your team scores a goal is the best – there’s 

such a fantastic atmosphere!

5 Listen again and notice how Marta adds emphasis to 

these positive adjectives, to sound enthusiastic.

6 Ask and answer the other questions from Exercise 1.

• Use phrases from the Prepare to speak box to give 

longer answers.

• Use adjectives to make your answers more 

interesting.

• Add emphasis to positive words to sound 

enthusiastic.

91
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PLACES TO HANG OUT

cost-cutting   

   

take 

114 UNIT 20

WELCOME TO PREPARE

LEARN ABOUT THE FEATURES

IN YOUR NEW STUDENT’S BOOK!

ABOUT YOU
 01 Watch the video. Then answer the 

questions.

Which singers or bands have you seen live 
in concert?

Who would you most like to see in concert?

Music phrases

1 Listen and identify the eight types of music you hear. Use the words in the box.

classical   folk   hip-hop   jazz   
opera   pop   reggae   rock

2 Put the parts of sentences in order to make the first paragraph of two concert reviews. The first line of each review is given.

VOCABULARY

03

4 Match the phrases in each review to the meanings.
Review 1
1 the main vocalist in a band
2 a natural ability related to music
3 leave a band to follow a music career by yourself
4 songs that are playing quietly while you are doing 

something else
5 a place where musicians play live
6 a singer or group’s first collection of songs
Review 2
7 a very popular and successful song
8 an official weekly list of the most popular songs
9 people who like a singer or band very much
 10 giving live concerts internationally
 11 made a song available for people to buy
 12 acted or played music in public

5 Discuss the questions.

1 Who is the lead singer of your favourite band?
2 Do you put on some background music when 

you study?
3 Are there any good concert venues where you live?4 What is number one in the charts in your country 

at the moment?

1 Read the first paragraph of the article, ignoring the gap. What are riders?

2 Which artist in the photos do you think made these requests in their riders? Read the article quickly 
and check.

1 white rooms, white flowers, white furniture
2 crisps, sweets, fruit
3 recycling facilities and locally grown food
4 eight local postcards and stamps

3 Six sentences have been removed from the article. Choose from the sentences A–G the one which fits each gap (1–6). There is one extra sentence which you do not need to use.

A What’s more, five dishes every day must be named after his songs.
B This is usually where a backstage rider begins.
C There will be no exceptions to this rule, the 

rider states.
D Some of these concern technical issues, such as 

sound equipment or lighting that is needed.
E In this case, the venue was trying to save money.
F Although leather and meat are banned from 

backstage, his rider requests 240 clean towels at 
each concert!

G However, perhaps the most famous remains one 
made by American rock band Van Halen.

4 Imagine you are in a band. Write your own rider.

EP

READING

05

When musicians go on tour, they have a contract with each of the venues that they play at. A ‘rider’ is part of that contract. It’s a list of requests that a singer or band make before they agree to perform. 1   However, the more interesting ones are backstage riders – things that musicians specially request backstage during their performances.

Bands often tour for months, visiting numerous cities. At each venue, the stars need to get ready for their show in a dressing room. They want to be comfortable as they prepare themselves for the performance ahead, so it’s natural they need some things. 2   Beyoncé’s rider once specified that it must be exactly 28.5°C backstage. And Jennifer Lopez once demanded that all her dressing rooms were white, with white flowers, white candles and white sofas.

Live performances are hard work, so musicians 
need feeding, too. Some of them make their own 
arrangements. One young Canadian singer sometimes has his own personal chef while on tour. 3   Others are easier to satisfy, but there are more clues about 

their working lifestyles in these areas of a rider. 
Rihanna seems to love snacks: her rider asks for 
a wide range of crisps, sweets and fruit to be on 
offer. Lady Gaga used to ask for a whole roast 
chicken and ten different types of soft drink. 

She’s obviously eating more healthily nowadays: 
her more recent riders have 
included soup, fruit juice and 
tea. And remember to feed 
her 150-person team exactly 
on time at 5 pm or the concert 

will be cancelled!

Some performers are aware that large tours can have a significant environmental impact. Maroon 5 have a ‘green’ section in their rider, encouraging venues to recycle and to use locally grown food where possible. They even set up stalls for fans attending the concert so they can learn about trying to reduce their carbon footprint. Let’s hope a certain former member of The Beatles is seeing them live soon. 4  

A few requests reveal a generous and thoughtful side to performers’ personalities. Since she started touring, Adele has insisted that people with free tickets to her concerts must make a donation to charity. 5   And even massive bands like Coldplay clearly never stop thinking about their friends and family while they are away. Their rider once asked for eight local postcards and stamps.
On the whole, most musicians’ requests are reasonable, but some can be outrageous. One promoter remembers receiving a demand from an extremely famous female singer for 20 white kittens! Another male singer stated that no one at the venue could talk to or even look at the star directly. 6   They would only play on condition that they were given a large bowl of M&M sweets, but without any brown ones. Furthermore, if just one of these sweets were found anywhere backstage, the band would not play. It turned out that there was a good reason behind their bizarre request. The safety section of the band’s rider was long and complicated, so they hid the request about sweets among these details to make sure it was being read carefully!

TALKING POINTS
Why do you think some singers/bands make 
unreasonable demands in their riders?
What’s the typical price of a concert by an 
internationally famous band?
Do you think concert tickets are good  
value in general? Why? / Why not?

C R I S P S ,  
S W E E T S  
  

W H I T E  K I T T E N S ?

AND

1 c Blue Lines’s popularity as background music on 
TV shows …

a the band and was in the charts for months. Since then,
b might just have heard! Lucky was a massive hit for
c their home town to just a thousand devoted fans, who
d The Scene released a track in the summer which you
e they’ve been touring the world, playing to crowds of
f were definitely in the mood for dancing.
g over 50,000. Last night, they gave a performance in

LIVE MUSIC REVIEW: The Scene

1 d The Scene released a track in the summer which 
you …

3 Listen and check.04

a last month, was unexpected. Her choice of concert 
venue last

b no surprise, but her debut album, which came out
c Blue Lines’ popularity as background music on TV shows
d and her musical talent was at its best in the cosy 

atmosphere.
e night matched her new, quieter sound perfectly, though,
f apparently hated. Her decision to go solo last year was
g was something that former lead singer, Phoebe White,

LIVE MUSIC REVIEW: 
Phoebe White

W H I T E  K I T T E N S ?
Jennifer Lopez

Coldplay

Adele
Adam Levine 

from Maroon 5

Rihanna

14 UNIT 2

LIVE MUSIC 15

2 LIVE MUSIC

the charts
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Modals of deduction: present

1 Read the examples. Then complete the rules with the 

modal verbs. What is the opposite of must be?

1 It could be that she wanted us to appreciate chocolate.

2 This might well be what the artist was trying to get across.

3 It could well be the biggest rubber duck ever made.

4 Some people would say this can’t possibly be art.

5 There must be a lot of chocolate in here!

We can use modal verbs to indicate how sure or unsure we 

are about something.

a We use   be if we are sure that something is true.

b We use   be if we are sure that something isn’t true.

c We can use   be or   be if we are unsure 

about something.

d We use   after might or could to confirm that we 

are fairly sure about something.

GRAMMAR REFERENCE AND PRACTICE PAGE 154

2 Choose the correct modal verbs.

1 That painting mustn’t / can’t be genuine. It’s very cheap.

2 The style of the picture over there’s identical, so it must / 

might be by the same artist.

3 The art teacher isn’t here. I think she could / can be ill.

4 The two buildings can / could be the same height, but I’m 

not sure.

5 I’ve phoned the gallery a few times, but no one’s answered, 

so the exhibition might / must well be closed.

6 That paintbrush can’t / mustn’t be mine. It’s black, but mine 

are all orange.

3 Read A’s statements. Then complete B’s replies with must be, 

might be or can’t be and the words/phrases in brackets.

0 A: I’m studying art history. (fascinating)

 B: You love art! It must be fascinating!

1 A:  That massive sculpture is made of iron. (easy to lift)

 B: It  .

2 A:  Her gold ring has three huge diamonds. (very valuable)

 B: It  .

3 A:  Our art homework is just learning a few dates. 

(very interesting)

 B: That  .

4 A:  My brother’s just sold his first painting! (so satisfying)

 B: That  .

5 A: Helen’s thinking of changing schools. (serious)

 B:  But why? She’d miss all her friends! She  !

6 A:  The jewels in this necklace look like glass, but I’m 

not certain. (a fake)

 B: Do you think it  ?

GRAMMAR 4 Use might or could to describe what you 

think you can see behind each keyhole. 

Add well if you are fairly sure.

I think it could well be …

A B

C D

E F

Verbs often used in 
the passive

1 Read the examples. Can you think of 

any other verbs that are often used in 

the passive?

1 The tour was entitled ‘Spreading joy 

around the world’.

2 I don’t think it was awarded any prizes.

2 Choose the correct passive verbs.

1 The art gallery is set / is influenced in 

a beautiful forest.

2 Josie was devoted / was elected as 

our student representative yesterday.

3 The art gallery was regarded / was 

established in 1977.

4 The sculpture is composed / is prohibited 

of five moving parts.

5 The artist Kandinsky was influenced / 

was set by Malevich.

6 Photography is elected / is prohibited 

throughout the gallery.

7 Last spring, the ground floor 

was devoted / was composed 

to an exhibition of modern art.

8 Jackson Pollock is influenced / is regarded 

as a very important artist.

3  Work in pairs. Turn to page 125.

VOCABULARY

4 Read the Prepare to write box. Then match the 

paragraphs in the essay to the functions (a–e).

PREPARE TO WRITE  An essay

In an essay:

• everything you write should be relevant to 

the question.

• you must use the two ideas given and your own 

idea to answer the question.

• give your opinions – include examples of what you 

mean and use linking words to join your ideas.

• organise your ideas into five paragraphs.

• include a conclusion with your own opinion.

a Discussion of the second idea in the essay question

b Conclusion

c Introduction

d Discussion of the first idea in the essay question

e The writer’s own opinion

5 Look at the highlighted expressions in the essay. 

Then answer the questions.

1 Which three expressions introduce a 

contrasting idea?

2 Which two expressions introduce a similar idea?

3 Which two expressions introduce examples?

6 Look at the essay again.

Find

1 an expression which introduces other people’s 

opinions.

2 two expressions which introduce the writer’s 

opinion.

3 an expression which introduces the writer’s 

conclusion.

7 Read the task in Exercise 2 again. Then plan your 

own essay.

8 Write your essay.

• Use the tips in the Prepare to write box.

• Write 140–190 words.

• Check your grammar and spelling.

Park and Slide work of art, Bristol (UK)

An essay (2)

1 Look at the photo of the Park and Slide work of art 

in Bristol. What do you think is happening? Do you 

think this is art?

2 Read the essay question. Then make notes on ideas 

1 and 2 and your own ideas.

‘Public works of art are good for cities.’

Do you agree?

Notes

Write about:

1 the popularity of classic public works of art

2 the effect of controversial works of art

3   (your own idea)

3 Read the essay. Does it mention any of your ideas 

from Exercise 2?

A lot of cities around the world have large 

public works of art. However, is this kind of art 

good for the cities that have it?

Popular works of art can bring a lot of benefits 

to a city. For example, they add cultural richness 

and make it more interesting for the people who 

live and work there. Furthermore, they might have 

specific historical or political significance, such as 

celebrating a victory or independence.

On the other hand, contemporary works of art 

are sometimes criticised for being abstract or 

ugly. People who are conservative would argue 

that only conventional, classic art is ‘real’ art. 

What’s more, some people don’t like art at all, 

of course.

In my view, even though public works of art 

might be expensive to buy, they can be good for 

the local economy if they attract visitors from the 

region or internationally.

To sum up, while it is true that we can’t please 

everyone all of the time, I believe that a good 

range of traditional and contemporary art is good 

for a city.

1

2

3

4

5
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CULTURE

Work in groups to investigate gaming habits and 
attitudes towards gaming. Use these steps to 
help you.

1 Design a questionnaire or online survey.
2 Find out what people think about gamer 

culture and different groups of gamers.
3 Ask a range of people about themselves and 

their friends/families.
4 Ask about gaming preferences, habits, 

attitudes and toxic behaviour.
5 Display your results on a poster or slide 

presentation and write a brief summary.

Present your work to the class.

PROJECT
Gaming habits

GAMING

CULTURE

1 Ask and answer the questions.

1 Are you a gamer or do you know any?
2 What do you think about people who spend most 

of their free time on gaming?
3 What do you think the life of a professional gamer 

is like?

2 Work in pairs. Make a list of things you associate 
with gaming culture. Then read the text quickly. 
Are any of your ideas mentioned?

3 Find these numbers in the text. What do they refer to?
a 2004 b 100 c 43

4 Complete the sentences with one or two words from the text.

1 Initially, gaming wasn’t considered to be a form of 
 .

2 In  , a respected organisation started giving prizes to the best video games.
3 Gamers often call a player who hasn’t played a 

game very much a  .
4   has had a big impact on gaming culture in recent years.
5 Unfortunately,   are often bullied in online 

multiplayer games by other players.

5 Match the highlighted words in the text to their 
meanings.

1 involving real people or animals
2 put on different clothes and pretend to be someone different
3 having a particular value, especially in money
4 causing a lot of harm and unhappiness
5 appeared or became known
6 places containing coin-operated game machines

TALKING POINTS
Why do you think gaming has become so popular?
Do you think teenagers spend too much of their 
time gaming? Why? / Why not?
How do you think the gaming industry could fight 
‘toxic’ behaviour in gaming?

6 Listen to the show Gaming World. What does Laura say about the negative attitudes she has noticed 
towards female gamers? Choose the best summary.
A She gets very annoyed with negative attitudes in 

gaming and doesn’t know how to deal with them.B She actively challenges negative attitudes, 
although this is difficult to do at times.

C She tries to respond to negative attitudes in 
gaming, but feels that nothing changes.

7 Listen again. Then choose the correct options.
1 When she was younger, Laura’s parents wanted her to play with a controller / a computer / their choice 

of toys.
2 A half / A third / 15% of US gamers are adult females.3 A typical gamer in the United States is 30 / 33 / 

35 years old.
4 The number of female pro gamers is steadily / 

slowly / quickly going up.

8 Complete the sentences with the words in the box.

challenge   hard   irritated   
over   respect   respond

USEFUL LANGUAGE
Talking about negative attitudes
1 It’s hard not to get   when people 

say that.
2 I take a deep breath and   

positively.
3 We have to work   to change 

negative attitudes.
4 Dealing with negative attitudes can be a 

real  .
5 The good thing is that attitudes change 

  time.
6 It’s about maintaining a healthy level of 

 .
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05 NOW WATCH THE CULTURE VIDEO

Are you a gamer? Over 2.2 billion people around  
the world play video games. And with so many people 
playing, it’s no surprise that the gaming industry is big 
business, with an estimated worth of over $100 billion. 
But should we also be paying attention to gaming’s 
cultural value? And what exactly is gaming culture?

Gamers have also developed their own language that they use when playing online. Noob is an insult used to describe a new or inexperienced player; the term pwned, originally a typing mistake of ‘owned’, is used to describe a defeat, often when a gamer kills their opponent. And then there are more practical examples like AFK (away from keyboard) and OMW, a term often used in multiplayer gaming and short for ‘on my way’.
Like in many areas of culture nowadays, YouTube also has a massive effect on gaming culture. As well as playing video games, many young people enjoy watching other people play. Gamers such as Fernanfloo, Germán Garmendia and Evan Fong, who upload videos of themselves playing and commenting on video games, have some of the most popular channels on YouTube, with tens of millions of subscribers. And no mention of gaming culture would be complete without cosplay, where people dress up to represent their favourite characters from games, comics, films or anime.

TOXIC GAMERS
However, gaming has its dark side, 
too. Many people in recent years 
have started to fight against 
so-called ‘toxic’ gaming culture. 
Unfortunately, a number of 
people in gaming communities 
use online multiplayer games, 
internet forums and social 
media to insult and bully other 
players, often female gamers. 
The gaming industry is looking 
for new ways to make gaming 
communities safer places and to 
stop online bullying and other 
forms of negative behaviour.

FROM ARCADE TO THE BIG SCREEN
Early video games in the 1970s and 80s were much simpler than today’s games and were mainly popular with children and teenagers, who would spend hours playing them in arcades. Adults didn’t take this new form of entertainment very seriously and didn’t consider it to be a type of popular culture like books, music or cinema. However, over the decades, as games became more sophisticated and available on a wider range of devices and in a wider range of genres, their appeal grew rapidly and they became popular with people of all ages.

In the past, video games were often based on other forms of entertainment. For example, there were video games based on films such as Star Wars and James Bond, or sports such as football and Formula 1. However, this later began to change, and video games started to influence other forms of entertainment and popular culture. Books, cartoons and live-action films based on the stories and characters from famous video games were produced.
The wider appeal of gaming among the general public, and its influence on books, television and cinema, helped change the perception of video games and led to them being more respected and accepted as a form of entertainment and popular culture in their own right. In 2004, the British Academy of Film and Television Arts, best known for its prestigious annual BAFTA Film Awards, held the first British Academy Games Awards, which recognise creative achievement in games. And in 2015, the World Video Game Hall of Fame was opened in New York to celebrate the video games that ‘have made an impact on the world’.

GAMING CULTURE
As well as influencing other forms of entertainment, a separate gaming culture has emerged in recent years thanks to social media and online multiplayer games. Electronic sports, or eSports, are an example of this. Players can win massive sums of prize money. The incredibly popular game Fortnite provided a total of $100 million in tournament prizes for its first year of competitive play!

LET’S 

Gamers have also developed their own language that they use when playing 

Gaming habitsGaming habits

, where people dress up to represent their favourite characters from games, comics, films or anime.
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CULTURE

GAMING CULTURE

CULTURE
Learn about the culture of 

English-speaking countries 

and the wider world

VIDEO
Watch interesting 

documentaries about 

the culture topics

UNITS 17–20
REVIEW 5

1 Match the adjectives in the box to the meanings. 

There are two adjectives you do not need.

abstract   bizarre   contemporary   

controversial   conventional   

powerful   stunning   unique

1 very strange

2 causing disagreement or discussion

3 the only one of its kind

4 traditional and ordinary

5 modern; existing or happening now

6 very beautiful

2 Complete the sentences with the nouns in the box.

bravery   commitment   inspiration   

passion   sense   spirit

1 Our players always show great team  , 

even when they lose a match.

2 The teenager was awarded a medal for his 

  in rescuing the child.

3 Talented musicians usually have a   for 

music from an early age.

4 Many 19th-century artists found   for their 

paintings in nature.

5 The coach had the   to realise that the 

team needed a rest.

6 Everyone who was in the play showed huge 

  to making it a success.

3 Put the sentences in the correct order.

a an arrest. The man, a US national aged 52,  

was charged 
 

b and in a statement, police said they  

had released 
 

c any crime. Mr X claimed he was an 

innocent victim, 

d charge, and late last night, a judge found that  

e Last week, police in Austin, Texas, who were 

investigating 
1

f him while they widen their search for  

the hacker. 
 

g the theft of military secrets at Fort Worth made  

h there was insufficient evidence that Mr X  

had committed 
 

i with hacking. The suspect, known only as  

Mr X, denied the 
 

VOCABULARY
4 Complete the sentences with suitable words related 

to places. The first letter of each word is given.

1 A:  There’s a party at the c   c   this 

afternoon. Are you coming?

B: Sorry, I promised my mum I’d go with her to the 

new arts c   to see an exhibition .

2 There are concrete s   down into the 

b   underneath my block of flats. Be careful 

in case they’re slippery.

3 We’ve built a tree house with old wooden doors 

attached to a f  . It has a roof, big windows, 

there’s a b   to sit on and a r   on 

the floor. There’s a l   to climb up to it.

1 Choose the correct modal verbs.

1 Jude could / must well be away this week. 

I haven’t seen him at all.

2 That answer mustn’t / can’t be correct. 

The numbers don’t add up.

3 I realise the TV is a bit loud, but it might / can be 

possible to shut your door.

4 Why did you walk all the way home? Couldn’t / 

Can’t you have caught a bus?

5 The boys’ tree house is fairly basic. They can / 

must have built it themselves.

6 It can’t / might have taken you long to do this! It’s 

really simple.

2 Rewrite the sentences using the third conditional.

1 The window was open, so the burglar got into the 

apartment. If the window hadn’t …

2 Sally spent too much time on the first question, 

so she didn’t finish the test. If Sally had spent 

less …

3 I bought a leather jacket last month, so I haven’t 

got any money now. If I hadn’t …

4 Ben forgot his sports bag, so he couldn’t play 

football. If Ben hadn’t …

5 It was raining, so we couldn’t hang out in the park. 

If it hadn’t …

6 I didn’t know about the competition, so I didn’t 

enter. If I’d …

3 Complete the sentences with the correct form of 

the verbs in brackets.

1 I wish I   (know) you were going into town.

2 If only you   (tell) me you were free 

yesterday.

3 Pete wished he   (not leave) the party.

4 If only we   (talk) about this problem 

earlier!

5 Do you ever wish you   (be born) in a 

different time?

6 I missed my station last night – if only I   

(not fall) asleep!

GRAMMAR

4 Complete the sentences with the -ing form of the verbs 

in the box.

find   keep   make   miss   visit   win

1 I hate   art galleries and places like that.

2 After   out the truth, Ella blamed her sister.

3   the prize was the best thing that had ever 

happened to Dan.

4 I don’t mind   the gig tonight. The band aren’t 

that remarkable.

5   her news secret was difficult for Jo.

6 Freya is interested in   her own documentary.

5 Choose the correct words.

1 It could / can be mine. I have a cap just like that.

2 If you’d come with us, you’d had / have had fun.

3 I wish you were / ’d been there. It was so dramatic.

4 Sometimes, going / go to school is difficult because of 

the traffic.

6 Correct the mistake in each sentence.

1 They mustn’t be friends. They hardly know each other.

2 We would have got there quicker if we had took the 

train.

3 He must had a good time because he looks happy.

4 Thank you for call me yesterday.

7 Read the text. Use the word given in capitals at the end 

of some of the lines to form a word that fits in the gap in 

the same line.

The world’s worst robber

In Louisiana, USA, a thief went into a bank with 

the 0intention of stealing a couple of thousand 

dollars in cash. He walked 1   over to the 

counter and gave a handwritten note to a bank 

2  , informing her that this was a bank 

robbery. The note warned her not to raise the 

alarm and demanded that she hand over rolls 

of used $100 notes. But 3   for him, the 

robber didn’t have a gun or any other weapon, 

and so she refused to give him anything. They 

argued, but after a few minutes the 4   

would-be robber was forced to leave the bank 

empty-handed.

This useless robber had also been 5  .  

He’d 6   left behind his note, which 

provided clues as to his identity. It was written 

on the back of a job 7   containing all his 

personal details! Police quickly located their 

suspect using CCTV cameras, and 8   

arrested him. His fingerprints matched those on 

the note, and despite denying all responsibility, 

he was charged with attempted robbery.

 
INTEND 

CONFIDENT 

 
EMPLOY 

 
 
FORTUNE 

 
 
LUCKY 

 

CARE 

ACCIDENT 

 
APPLY 

 
INSTANT

8 Read the text and decide which answer 

(A, B, C or D) best fits each gap.

The Shard

Designed by the architect Renzo Piano, the Shard 

became the tallest building in Europe when 

0construction was completed in 2012. There are 87 

storeys in 1  , and three viewing areas high 

above the City of London are 2   to the 

public for an entry fee.

The 3   building materials are concrete 

and 11,000 individual sheets of glass, each one 

4   in the best position to reflect sunlight 

and the sky. This clever use of glass 5   the 

appearance of the Shard to vary according to the 

weather and the season.

Several people have 6   attempts to climb 

the Shard, including six female Greenpeace 

volunteers, all of them very 7   climbers. 

After completing their 16-hour climb, the women 

were arrested by police, who claimed they had 

8   a crime in being on the property 

without permission.

0 A construction B development 

C finishing D manufacturing

1 A amount B sum 

C total D quantity

2 A accessible B achievable 

C attainable D visible

3 A dominant B principal 

C major D vital

4 A balanced B distributed 

C placed D planted

5 A creates B produces 

C causes D happens

6 A taken B done 

C kept D made

7 A capable B mature 

C precise D sophisticated

8 A committed B done 

C performed D engaged
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REVIEW 5

UNITS 17–20

REVIEW
Check your progress

LIFE SKILLS COMMUNICATION

ACTIVE

LISTENING

1 Ask and answer the questions.

1 Are you a good listener? Can you give an example?2 What is the difference between ‘hearing’ and 
‘listening’?

3 Do you ever have conversations where you feel that the other person isn’t listening carefully? How do 
you know?

2 What do you think people can do to be better 
listeners? Read the text quickly. Are any of your 
ideas mentioned?

3 Read the text again. Then complete each sentence with one or two words from the article.

1 When trying to improve  your active listening skills, it’s important to be  .
2 When you’re listening to someone it’s easy to 

  by thinking about how to reply.
3 Active listeners have an   and don’t assume that they know what someone is going to say.
4 Only give your opinion when you have a   

about what the speaker is saying.
5   might not be the same for all cultures and contexts.

4 Match the highlighted words in the text to the 
meanings.

1 beliefs that you accept as true without 
questioning them

2 care and understanding for someone else’s 
suffering

3 intentional and aware
4 incline in one direction
5 something difficult that tests your ability or 

determination

5 Listen to Leo talking about his holiday to his friend Freddie. Then answer the questions.

1 Did Leo have a good holiday? Why? / Why not?
2 How does his friend show effective active listening?

6 Listen again. Then choose the correct options.
1 They couldn’t go on the football stadium tour 

because …
A they had to look for another hotel.
B the hotel wasn’t expecting them.
C the hotel hadn’t reserved their tickets.

2 The travel company had …
A hired a car which was too expensive.
B reserved two small cars for them.
C booked the wrong size car.

3 Why was Leo still not happy on the final day of the 
holiday?
A He didn’t want to stay in the hotel that day.
B The swimming pool wasn’t in the same building.
C He couldn’t go for a swim.

7 Complete the sentences with the words in the box.

USEFUL LANGUAGE
Active listening
1 I can   why you’re angry.
2 Oh no! What   you do?
3 It   like you had a terrible time.
4 Hang on! Let me check I   you right.
5 I   that you’ll never book another 

holiday with them again?
6 I   if it was all just bad luck.

41
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3 Keep an open mind Active listening means that you are open to new ideas, different possibilities and to other people’s opinions. Your own assumptions, beliefs and opinions can affect what you hear. So don’t assume that you understand what the other person wants to say.

4 Summarise At different points in the conversation, repeat the main points of what someone has said to check that you’ve understood them correctly.
5 Respond effectively Use short phrases like I see or 

I know to encourage the speaker to continue. If you don’t agree with what they’re saying, be polite and whatever you do, don’t insult them. Be respectful when you give your own opinions and treat the other person as you would like to be treated.

6 Share! When you have a clear idea about what the other person is saying, start to share your own ideas, observations or suggestions. Talking about a similar experience is a great way to show understanding and empathy, which is when we imagine how it feels to be in someone else’s situation.

Non-verbal signs

Listening actively isn’t just about the words we use – it’s more complex than that. When conversations are face to face, they also involve lots of non-verbal communication like facial expressions. Let’s look at a few examples. However, you should be aware that these may vary in different cultures and situations. Firstly, eye contact is usually encouraging for the speaker, combined with smiling to show that you are listening or that you agree with someone. Positive posture, the position of your body, will also help. Make sure that you are facing the speaker and, if you’re sitting down, maybe lean forward a little bit to show interest. Then there’s what we call ‘mirroring’, where a listener automatically copies facial expressions and body language to show empathy and sympathy. This usually happens on a sub-conscious level, but the listener can make an effort to do this intentionally. Be aware of things like checking your phone or playing with your hair when you’re listening to someone.

Do you ever have conversations where you feel the other person isn’t listening properly? It’s annoying, isn’t it? Listening is actually a tough skill to master. It’s an active process where the listener makes a conscious effort to listen in order to understand what the speaker is saying. Active listening is 
where you make an effort to understand the 
complete message and not just the words being said. So how exactly can you be an active listener? The real question here is, how can I become an active listener? It will take time and determination to acquire and develop active listening skills, so be patient with yourself.

 On average, the time we spend communicating  can be divided as: 9% writing, 16% reading, 30%  speaking and 45% listening! 

Key active listening techniques

1 Pay attention! This sounds very obvious, but it’s 
more difficult than it appears. And it’s not just external factors such as your phone which are a challenge 
here. Try not to get distracted by your own thoughts or by preparing in your mind what you’re going to say in reply. The result will probably be that you’re not 
able to pay attention to the other person.

Research shows that after listening to a ten-minute 
presentation, most people only hear, understand 
and remember half of what was said!

2 Clarify If something is unclear or ambiguous, 
don’t be afraid to ask a question to clarify things. 
This could be a specific question or an open question to encourage someone to explain their ideas in more detail. But try not to interrupt the other person; wait until they have finished speaking or there is a pause before you ask a question or give your own view.

TO ME?!

LISTENING 

ARE YOU

Work in groups to design a campaign to promote 
active listening in your school.

1 Think about
• the benefits of developing active listening 

skills for both students and teachers
• active listening techniques which could be 

applied in your school
• non-verbal signs important for effective 

active listening at school.
2 Decide how you want to present your campaign: 

a talk, a video, etc. Include a demonstration of 
active listening.

Present your work to the class.

PROJECT
A campaign to promote 

active listening

LIFE SKILLS
Active listening
We listen for many reasons and it’s a fundamental 
part of communication. How well you listen affects 
the quality of your relationships with family, 
friends and colleagues. Becoming a better listener 
will help you be more productive. You’ll also be 
better at avoiding misunderstandings and improve your ability to influence and persuade others.

51

50 LIFE SKILLS

ACTIVE LISTENING

PROJECT
Work together to create 

something fun and expand 

your learning

LIFE SKILLS
Develop important skills 

that you can use in your 

daily life
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Are you the type of person who’s into 

every challenge and new opportunity? Or do 

you take a more independent, chilled-out 

approach to life?

5 Listen again. What are Niall’s and Sophie’s 

answers to the quiz?

1 Niall – a Sophie – b

6 Complete the questions with the correct form of 

the phrasal verbs from the quiz. Then ask and 

answer the questions.

1 What happens if you   homework late at 

your school?

2 Do you ever have to   your work aloud in 

front of the whole class?

3 Are you generally good at   solutions to 

problems by yourself?

4 Do you ever have to   after class? Why?

5 Is there a party or celebration at school when 

you   for the holidays?

6 Do you like   group activities or do you 

prefer doing things independently?

7 Have you   to any teams this year?

8 Do you like   new experiences or do you 

tend to stick with what you know?

1 Read the first paragraph of the article on page 11. 

What is a mindset?

2 Read the whole article and tick (✓) the areas of 

life that your mindset can affect.

a   success at work d   education

b   health e   attitude to sports

c   friendships

01

READING

BACK-2-SCHOOL

DO OUR QUIZ 

AND FIND OUT!

1 It’s the start of the school year. You …

a can’t wait until you break up for the next holidays.

b feel optimistic – you think you’ll get on well this year.

2 Your teacher reads out some information about an exam. You …

a note down all the details in case you forget them.

b don’t do anything. You’ll fi gure it out at the end of term.

3 You see a poster asking people to join the school swimming 

team. You …

a don’t bother trying. You know you won’t get in.

b decide to go for it. It’s a cool opportunity.

4 You are asked to fi ll in a form with some personal information. 

You …

a agree and promise you’ll hand it in soon.

b stay behind and complete it before you go home.

5 Your teacher gives out information about clubs and societies 

at school. You …

a don’t listen. You never join in after-school activities.

b are pleased. You can’t wait to try out something new.

6 You have a lot of homework this week. You …

a start right away – you never put things off.

b relax – there’s plenty of time later in the week!UNIT 110

NEW YEAR, NEW CHALLENGE

1
ABOUT YOU
What are your aims and ambitions at school this year?

Which subjects do you like the most?

Education: phrasal verbs

1 Do the quiz below. Compare your answers in pairs.

2  Turn to page 120 and check your results. Who feels 

the most optimistic about the new school year? Why?

3 Match the phrasal verbs in the quiz to the meanings.

0 say the words of a text aloud read out

1 remain while others leave

2 do an activity with others

3 distribute something to people

4 do something to see if you like it

5 give written work to a teacher

6 decide to do something later 

7 finish classes at the end of term

8 make progress

9 write something so you don’t forget it

 10 be accepted into a group or team

 11 try to get or achieve something

 12 understand something

4 Listen to two people talking about the quiz. Answer the 

questions.

1 Whose first day back was the most difficult? Why?

2 Who is the most enthusiastic about doing the quiz?

3 What did Sophie learn from the quiz?

4 Who feels the most optimistic about the new 

school year?

VOCABULARY

EP

01
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Growth mindset – 

transform your 

mind forever

3 Read the article again and answer the questions. Write Fixed 

for people with a fixed mindset or Growth for people with a 

growth mindset.

1 Who thinks we’re born with certain characteristics?

2 Who thinks achievement is a result of working hard?

3 Who thinks we can learn from our mistakes?

4 Who feels it’s important to get high scores?

5 Whose brain keeps on growing?

4 Match the highlighted words and phrases in the article to 

the meanings. Then write one sentence for each phrase.

1 do things in a certain way

2 know that something exists

3 getting better at doing things

4 doing well in your career

5 do things simply because you like doing them

5 Discuss the questions.

1 What mindset do you have? (Answer the 

two questions in the article.)

2 Read the five character descriptors for your 

mindset. Do you agree?

TALKING POINTS
Are there any advantages to having a fixed 

mindset?

Do you think that this page will change 

your life?

02THIS PAGE WILL CHANGE YOUR LIFE

Are you wondering how to get on better at school? Have you ever felt that you’re good at some things but not at others? Then 

perhaps it’s time to start thinking differently about school, and even yourself. Carol Dweck, a Professor of Psychology from 

Stanford University, says people may not be aware of their own ‘mindset’, but mindsets have a huge infl uence on learning, 

skills development, personal relationships and professional achievement. Your mindset determines your attitude to your 

abilities. For example, you might consider yourself to be good (or bad) at sport or maths or languages. Or you might feel that 

you can be good at anything if you try hard enough.

What mindset do you have? To fi nd out, consider these situations:

  You read a short message in English, but it’s hard to  understand. What would you think? 

a It’s no use! I’m just not very good at languages.

b I haven’t studied English for long, but one day I’ll be able to read this.

  You try to join a school sports team, but you fail to get in.  What do you say to yourself? 

a It’s because I’m not good at sport.

b I’m not good enough yet, but if I train, I might get in next time.

These situations illustrate the difference between fi xed and growth mindsets. People with a fi xed mindset tend to answer 

a) to both questions. People with a growth mindset tend to answer b).

FIXED MINDSET PEOPLE … GROWTH MINDSET PEOPLE …

• think they are born with the ability to be good at some 

things and not at others.

• believe that success comes from talent rather than effort.

• don’t feel that they can 

change what they’re like as 

a person.

• dislike failure and focus on 

what they are ‘good’ at – they 

avoid difficult challenges and 

things they’re not ‘good’ at.

• like doing well at tasks that 

will get a reward or please 

their school or parents, for 

example getting top marks in 

an exam.

• think they are born with the ability to be good at anything if 

they try hard enough.

• believe that success comes from effort rather than talent.

• like adapting to new situations 

and challenges.

• don’t mind failure and they 

learn from it – they’d never 

think ‘I’m no good at this’ or 

‘There’s no use even trying.’

• do things for their own sake 

– for example, they might 

join a team because they find 

it personally rewarding, not 

because they want praise.

Did you know that when we learn something new, or when we have to concentrate to figure out an answer to a problem, our body 

creates new nerve connections within the brain? People with a growth mindset are always trying out new things and developing 

their skills and abilities, and so their brains are always growing.

Do you want to get the most out of your education? Do you want a content and prosperous life? There’s no question that adopting 

a ‘growth mindset’ is the best decision you could ever make about your future. If you don’t already take the growth mindset 

approach (and most people don’t!), the question you should be asking yourself is not ‘Should I change the way I see myself?’ … 

the big question is ‘How quickly can I change?’

what they are ‘good’ at – they 

avoid difficult challenges and 

example getting top marks in 

 like adapting to new situations 

 don’t mind failure and they 

‘I can either do certain 

things or I can’t.’

‘I can learn to do 

anything I want to.’

‘I have no interest 

in trying out new things.’

‘I can’t stand new 

challenges.’

‘Feedback 

means criticism. 

I’d rather not 

have it.’

‘I like trying out new things.’

‘I love learning from 

new challenges.’

‘Feedback 

is great, 

whether it’s 

positive or not.’

11NEW YEAR, NEW CHALLENGE
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5 Complete the questions with the words given.

1 do you know / knows you

a ‘Who   in this class?’ ‘I only know you.’

b ‘Who   in this class?’ ‘Only you know me.’

2 did Carl call / called Carl

a ‘Who  ?’ ‘He called a few classmates.’

b ‘Who  ?’ ‘A classmate called him.’

3 damaged their car / did their car damage

a ‘What  ?’ ‘It damaged a wall.’

b ‘What  ?’ ‘A tree that fell on it.’

6 Write two questions about each sentence: one with 

what and one with who.

0 Suzanne Collins wrote The Hunger Games books.

 What did Suzanne Collins write?

 Who wrote The Hunger Games books?

1 Gary Ross directed Ocean’s Eight.

2 Elon Musk started SpaceX and Tesla.

3 Brazil has won the FIFA World Cup five times.

4 Cristiano Ronaldo has been voted the world’s best 

male football player five times.

Education: -ion nouns

1 Read the examples. Then form nouns with -ion from 

the verbs.

educate:  Do you want to get the most out of your 

education?

decide:  Adopting a ‘growth mindset’ is the best 

decision you could ever make.

1 act 3 prepare 5 permit

2 invent 4 discuss 6 register

2 Complete the text with the singular or plural noun 

form of the verbs given in capitals.

Getting the best out of yourself

There’s a new book out about 

self- 0motivation and how to get the 

best out of yourself. The 1   

has some interesting facts about 

the human brain, and the 2   

between learning and brain 

development. There’s also a glossary 

where you can read 3   of 

key terms such as ‘self-efficacy’ and 

‘growth mindset’. The glossary’s useful 

because you really need to know 

these 4   as you read the book. 

I’ve read the whole book now and I’ve 

tried a 5   of the techniques it 

mentions. It’s definitely helped me 

with my 6   and my ability to 

focus on reaching certain goals I’ve 

set for myself. There are a few case 

studies of specific issues that people 

have had, with 7   of how they 

overcame those issues. It ends with 
8   for simple exercises you can 

try out to see what works for you.

MOTIVATE

INTRODUCE

CONNECT

DEFINE

EXPRESS

SELECT

CONCENTRATE

EXPLAIN

RECOMMEND

3  Work in pairs. Turn to page 120.

VOCABULARY

12 UNIT 1

Question forms

1 Read the examples. Then complete the rules with 

the words in the box.

1 Are you wondering how to get on better at school?

2 Have you ever felt that you’re good at …?

3 What mindset do you have?

4 Did you know that when we learn something …?

5 Should I change the way I see myself?

6 How quickly can I change?

are   before   does   have

To form questions:

a in simple tenses, we add  , do or did 

before the subject.

b in perfect tenses, we put has,   or had 

before the subject.

c in continuous tenses, we put am, is,  , 

was or were before the subject.

d with modal verbs, we put the modal verb 
  the subject.

2 Complete the questions with you and the correct 

form of the verbs in bold in the answers.

0 Have you studied English for a long time?

 Yes, I’ve studied it for eight years.

1 How   this term?

 I’m getting on quite well, thanks.

2   any interesting clubs at your school?

 Yes, you can join all sorts of clubs.

3   any homework this week?

 Yes, I’ve handed in an essay for history.

4   your homework before or after dinner?

 I do my homework before dinner.

5 What   about in your last English lesson?

 We were talking about growth mindset.

3 Correct the mistake in each question.

1 There is a new drama teacher?

2 Did they passed their end-of-year exams?

3 Have you consider my offer yet?

4 What I should study next?

5 How much the extra classes do cost?

Subject and object questions

4 Read the examples. Then complete the rules with 

statement or question.

Subject question

1 Who helps you? My teacher helps me.

Object question

2 Who do you help? We help younger children.

a Object questions ask about the object. They use 

the same word order as a  .

b Subject questions ask about the subject. They use 

the same word order as a  .

GRAMMAR REFERENCE AND PRACTICE PAGE 138

GRAMMAR
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An essay (1)

1 Read the sample essay. Then read the essay 

task. Does the writer agree or disagree with 

the essay title?

In your English class you have been talking 

about the importance of learning English.

Now your English teacher has asked you to 

write an essay.

Write your essay using all the notes and giving 

reasons for your point of view.

‘Everyone should learn English.’

Do you agree?

Notes

Write about:

1 finding a job

2 travelling

3   (your own idea)

‘Everyone should learn English.’ Do you agree?

English is the international language for business, 

travel and culture, and so it makes sense that 

everyone should learn it.

In order to get many jobs, candidates need to be 

able to speak English. Even if your company doesn’t 

have clients in English-speaking countries, you’ll 

still need English to communicate with business 

partners from everywhere else in the world.

Similarly, when you go abroad, have you noticed 

that restaurant menus, visitor information and street 

signs are often in English as well as the national 

language? Even if you don’t speak the language of 

that country and they don’t speak yours, you can 

always use English to get what you need.

Finally, I think that English is important if you’re 

a fi lm or music fan. Many of my favourite songs, 

shows and fi lms are American or British, so 

speaking English really helps me to appreciate 

and enjoy them. I particularly dislike watching 

fi lms with subtitles! And when I hear a cool song, 

it’s satisfying to be able to work out the lyrics on 

my own.

These three examples illustrate why everyone 

needs English to get on in diff erent areas of life.

1

2

3

4

5

2 Read the essay again. Then match each 

paragraph to its function.

a Write up your ideas for the second note 

(travelling).

b Summarise your ideas in a conclusion.

c Write up your ideas for the third note 

(your own idea).

d Directly address the essay question.

e Write up your ideas for the first note 

(finding a job).

WRITING

13NEW YEAR, NEW CHALLENGE

3 Discuss the questions.

1 According to the essay, why is English important?

2 What would you write for the third note?

3 What might you write as your conclusion for this essay?

4 Read the Prepare to write box. What examples can you find 

in the essay? Then rewrite the sentences below as a single 

paragraph with the correct punctuation.

PREPARE TO WRITE   Punctuation

We use capital letters:

• at the beginning of all sentences.

• for the personal pronoun I.

• for days and months.

• for the names of people, places, nationalities 

and languages.

We use:

• full stops at the end of most sentences.

• exclamation marks at the end of sentences to show 

surprise or anger.

• question marks at the end of questions.

• commas to separate items in a list, and before or after 

certain words to separate clauses.

• apostrophes to show possession and contractions.

i dont see why everyone should learn english just because 

thats what they speak in the united states

american culture and technology are the most popular at 

the moment but will it always be that way

it would be better if we all learned chinese because there are 

more speakers of chinese than any other language

it doesnt make sense for a chinese and a german 

businessperson to speak english when they meet

wouldnt it make more sense if they just spoke one of their 

own languages

5 Read the essay task below. Then discuss the questions.

1 What could you write for the first note?

2 What could you write for the second note?

3 What could you add for the third note?

4 What would your conclusion be?

In your English class you have been talking about being 

successful in life. Now your English teacher has asked you to 

write an essay.

Write your essay using all the notes and giving reasons for your 

point of view.

‘Being successful in life depends more on a person’s 

ability than on how hard a person tries.’

Do you agree?

Notes

Write about:

1 studies

2 sport

3   (your own idea)

6 Write your essay.

• Write your essay using five paragraphs, like the sample essay.

• Pay attention to punctuation.

• Write 140–190 words.
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ABOUT YOU
01 Watch the video. Then answer the 

questions.

Which singers or bands have you seen live 

in concert?

Who would you most like to see in concert?

Music phrases

1 Listen and identify the eight types of music you hear. 

Use the words in the box.

classical   folk   hip-hop   jazz   

opera   pop   reggae   rock

2 Put the parts of sentences in order to make the first 

paragraph of two concert reviews. The first line of 

each review is given.

VOCABULARY

03

4 Match the phrases in each review to the meanings.

Review 1

1 the main vocalist in a band

2 a natural ability related to music

3 leave a band to follow a music career by yourself

4 songs that are playing quietly while you are doing 

something else

5 a place where musicians play live

6 a singer or group’s first collection of songs

Review 2

7 a very popular and successful song

8 an official weekly list of the most popular songs

9 people who like a singer or band very much

 10 giving live concerts internationally

 11 made a song available for people to buy

 12 acted or played music in public

5 Discuss the questions.

1 Who is the lead singer of your favourite band?

2 Do you put on some background music when 

you study?

3 Are there any good concert venues where you live?

4 What is number one in the charts in your country 

at the moment?

1 Read the first paragraph of the article, ignoring the 

gap. What are riders?

2 Which artist in the photos do you think made these 

requests in their riders? Read the article quickly 

and check.

1 white rooms, white flowers, white furniture

2 crisps, sweets, fruit

3 recycling facilities and locally grown food

4 eight local postcards and stamps

3 Six sentences have been removed from the article. 

Choose from the sentences A–G the one which fits 

each gap (1–6). There is one extra sentence which 

you do not need to use.

A What’s more, five dishes every day must be named 

after his songs.

B This is usually where a backstage rider begins.

C There will be no exceptions to this rule, the 

rider states.

D Some of these concern technical issues, such as 

sound equipment or lighting that is needed.

E In this case, the venue was trying to save money.

F Although leather and meat are banned from 

backstage, his rider requests 240 clean towels at 

each concert!

G However, perhaps the most famous remains one 

made by American rock band Van Halen.

4 Imagine you are in a band. Write your own rider.

EP

READING

1 c Blue Lines’ popularity as background music on 

TV shows …

a the band and was in the charts for months. Since then,

b might just have heard! Lucky was a massive hit for

c their home town to just a thousand devoted fans, who

d The Scene released a track in the summer which you

e they’ve been touring the world, playing to crowds of

f were defi nitely in the mood for dancing.

g over 50,000. Last night, they gave a performance in

LIVE MUSIC REVIEW: The Scene

1 d The Scene released a track in the summer which 

you …

3 Listen and check.
04

a last month, was unexpected. Her choice of concert

venue last

b no surprise, but her debut album, which came out

c Blue Lines’ popularity as background music on TV shows

d and her musical talent was at its best in the cosy 

atmosphere.

e night matched her new, quieter sound perfectly, though,

f apparently hated. Her decision to go solo last year was

g was something that former lead singer, Phoebe White,

LIVE MUSIC REVIEW:

Phoebe White

paragraph of two concert reviews. The first line of 

each review is given.

14 UNIT 2
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05

When musicians go on tour, they have a contract with 

each of the venues that they play at. A ‘rider’ is part of 

that contract. It’s a list of requests that a singer or band 

make before they agree to perform. 1  However, 

the more interesting ones are backstage riders – things 

that musicians specially request backstage during their 

performances.

Bands often tour for months, visiting numerous cities. At 

each venue, the stars need to get ready for their show 

in a dressing room. They want to be comfortable as they 

prepare themselves for the performance ahead, so it’s 

natural they need some things. 2  Beyoncé’s rider 

once specifi ed that it must be exactly 28.5°C backstage. 

And Jennifer Lopez once demanded that all her dressing 

rooms were white, with white flowers, white candles and 

white sofas.

Live performances are hard work, so musicians 

need feeding, too. Some of them make their own 

arrangements. One young Canadian singer sometimes 

has his own personal chef while on tour. 3  Others 

are easier to satisfy, but there are more clues about 

their working lifestyles in these areas of a rider. 

Rihanna seems to love snacks: her rider asks for 

a wide range of crisps, sweets and fruit to be on 

offer. Lady Gaga used to ask for a whole roast 

chicken and ten different types of soft drink. 

She’s obviously eating more healthily nowadays: 

her more recent riders have 

included soup, fruit juice and 

tea. And remember to feed 

her 150-person team exactly 

on time at 5 pm or the concert 

will be cancelled!

Some performers are aware that large tours can have a 

signifi cant environmental impact. Maroon 5 have a ‘green’ 

section in their rider, encouraging venues to recycle and 

to use locally grown food where possible. They even set 

up stalls for fans attending the concert so they can learn 

about trying to reduce their carbon footprint. Let’s hope a 

certain former member of The Beatles is seeing them live 

soon. 4

A few requests reveal a generous and thoughtful side to 

performers’ personalities. Since she started touring, Adele 

has insisted that people with free tickets to her concerts 

must make a donation to charity. 5  And even 

massive bands like Coldplay clearly never stop thinking 

about their friends and family while they are away. Their 

rider once asked for eight local postcards and stamps.

On the whole, most musicians’ requests are reasonable, 

but some can be outrageous. One promoter remembers 

receiving a demand from an extremely famous female 

singer for 20 white kittens! Another male singer stated 

that no one at the venue could talk to or even look at the 

star directly. 6  They would only play on condition 

that they were given a large bowl of M&M sweets, but 

without any brown ones. Furthermore, if just one of these 

sweets were found anywhere backstage, the band would 

not play. It turned out that there was a good reason 

behind their bizarre request. The safety section of the 

band’s rider was long and complicated, so they hid the 

request about sweets among these details to make sure it 

was being read carefully!

TALKING POINTS

Why do you think some singers/bands make 

unreasonable demands in their riders?

What’s the typical price of a ticket to a 

concert by an internationally famous band?

Do you think concert tickets are good 

value in general? Why? / Why not?

C R I S P S , 

S W E E T S 

W H I T E  K I T T E N S ?
AND

W H I T E  K I T T E N S ?
Jennifer Lopez

Coldplay AdeleAdam Levine 
from Maroon 5

Rihanna

LIVE MUSIC 15
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Present tense review

1 Read the examples and name the tenses. Then 

match the examples to the rules.

1 Live performances are hard work.

2 Bands often tour for months.

3 Since she started touring, Adele has insisted that 

people with free tickets must make a donation 

to charity.

4 She’s obviously eating more healthily nowadays.

5 Let’s hope a certain former member of The Beatles 

is seeing them live soon.

6 Rihanna seems to love snacks.

We use the present simple:

a for habits and routines.

b with verbs that describe states (like, want, need, 

seem, etc.).

c for permanent situations or facts.

We use the present continuous:

d for things that are happening right now or 

about now.

e for arrangements in the future.

We use the present perfect:

f with for/since for something that started in the 

past and continues in the present.

GRAMMAR REFERENCE AND PRACTICE PAGE 139

2 Complete the conversation with the present simple, 

present continuous or present perfect form of the 

verbs in brackets. Use contractions if possible.

Eva: What 0are you doing (you, do) on that phone? 

You 1   (be) on it for ages.

Sam: I 2   (try) to buy some tickets to a concert.

Eva: Who 3   (play)?

Sam: Daft Punk.

Eva: Wow! They 4   (not play) live very often.

Sam: Exactly. It 5   (seem) like everyone 
6   (try) to buy a ticket. The website 
7   (be) really slow. 8   (you, want) 

me to get you a ticket, too?

Eva: Yes, please. I 9   (listen) to Daft Punk a 

lot! What about calling the ticket office?

Sam: Lauren 10   (wait) in a queue on the 

phone now. She 11   (be) on the phone 

since ten! Wait … this message is from her. 

Oh, she’s got two tickets … but now they’re 

sold out.

Eva: Oh.

Sam: Sorry, Eva. Sometimes people 12   (sell) 

their tickets online. You might find one there.

GRAMMAR 3 Correct the mistake with the verb form in each 

sentence.

1 I’m really pleased you come to the concert 

tomorrow.

2 He is needing money very badly.

3 We have the same English teacher for three years.

4 I’m liking this song.

5 Remember that we meet at the shopping 

centre later.

6 I know her since 2010.

4 Work in pairs. Tell your partner …

1 an interesting fact about you.

2 what you think everyone in your family is doing 

right now.

3 something you do every week.

4 something interesting you are doing this weekend.

5 how long you’ve been a fan of your favourite band.

6 something you need at the moment.

Verb + infi nitive/-ing with 
a change in meaning

1 Read the examples. Then discuss the different 

meanings of the verbs in each pair.

1 A  Remember to feed her 150-person team on time.

 B  One promoter remembers receiving a demand 

for 20 white kittens.

2 A The lead singer stopped to drink some water.

 B  Coldplay clearly never stop thinking about their 

friends and family.

3 A  I tried listening to his early stuff, but it’s much 

heavier music.

 B  Fans can learn about trying to reduce their 

carbon footprint.

2 Complete the sentences with the correct form of the 

verbs in the box. Use each verb twice.

forget   remember   stop   try

1 Here’s your phone.   not to lose it again!

2 I   going to my first live concert when 

I was 14.

3 I saw Jamie at the gig, but I didn’t   to talk. 

I was in a hurry to find my seat!

4   listening to their second album. It’s much 

better than the first.

5 Don’t   to bring your camera. I want to take 

lots of photos.

6   to print the tickets or we can’t get in.

7 You should   cycling with headphones on! 

It’s really dangerous.

8 I’ll never   meeting the band backstage. 

It was incredible!

3  Work in pairs. Turn to page 120.

VOCABULARY

EP

UNIT 216
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1 Listen to a girl, Alex, talking about a live music 

experience. Which statement describes what she 

says about her experience?

A I wish I’d known more of the lyrics to the songs.

B I was disappointed not to hear many songs I knew.

C It inspired me to write my own music.

2 Read and listen again to Alex’s experience. Was 

your answer correct in Exercise 1? Underline two 

sentences that explain your answer. Why are the 

other two statements incorrect?

Some friends wanted to go to the 

concert and the venue’s close to my 

house. I’ve hardly listened to any of the band’s 

albums, so I’m not surprised I only recognised a 

few of the songs. But it was absolutely amazing to 

watch the crowd. Thousands of devoted fans sang 

every song and they knew every word! It must 

be an incredible feeling to hear all those people 

singing your lyrics. I’m in a band with some 

friends and it really made me think 

that we need to do more 

original stuff. I’ve already 

started writing some 

songs and I’m quite 

pleased with a few so 

far. Writing original 

music is harder than 

you think, 

though!

3 Listen to four more people talking about a live music 

experience. Choose from the list A–F what each 

person says about their experience. There are two 

extra letters which you do not need to use.

A I felt proud of the performance.

B I was nervous because it was my first concert.

C It was special because the venue wasn’t very big.

D It encouraged me to learn a musical instrument.

E I was impressed by the musical talent.

F It was annoying to miss part of the concert.

LISTENING

06

06

07

Talking about your taste 
in music

1 You will hear a student answering four questions. 

Match his answers to four of the questions.

a Do you ever go to concerts?

b How important is music to you?

c What sort of music do you listen to?

d Where do you like listening to music?

e Do you play a musical instrument?

f Do you ever listen to the radio?

2 Do you think they were good answers to the 

questions? Why? / Why not?

3 Read the Prepare to speak box. Then listen again to 

each of the student’s answers. What is the problem 

with each answer?

PREPARE TO SPEAK
Common mistakes in exam interviews

When you answer questions in an exam interview, 

you should avoid …

a very brief answers – try to speak for at least 30 

seconds for each question.

b listing things – instead, try to give a few examples 

and justify your answers.

c talking about unrelated things – don’t include 

irrelevant information.

d leaving your answers unfinished – finish 

sentences properly.

4 You are going to hear another student answer 

the question: What sort of music do you listen to? 

Choose three music phrases you might hear. Then 

listen and check.

background music   concert venue   

devoted fan   release an album   

the charts   tour the world

5 Make notes about the questions in Exercise 1 for you.

Think about:

• avoiding making the common mistakes in the 

Prepare to speak box.

• which vocabulary related to music you can include.

6 Ask and answer the questions in Exercise 1. Did your 

partner make any of the common mistakes in their 

answers?

SPEAKING

08

08

09
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